Synchronous and metachronous colorectal carcinoma.
Synchronous and metachronous colorectal carcinoma have an incidence of 2-10%. The purpose of the study was to evaluate the clinical characteristics, the accuracy of diagnostic examinations and the survival of these patients. From 1970 to 1999, 1160 patients with colorectal cancer were admitted to our Department. During follow-up examination 50 patients (4.3%) were found to present with multiple primary colon cancers. Fifty-two per cent were synchronous and 48% metachronous tumours. The overall 5-year survival of the patients was 45.87%. Mortality was 10% for multiple primaries, while in patients with single cancer was 4.1%. The overall 5-year survival of the patients with multiple primaries tumours was 46.67%. Patients with colorectal cancer must be fully studied endoscopically. There has been an improvement in survival in recent years due to better surgical techniques, the introduction of more sophisticated examination methods and the meticulous follow-up of patients at risk.